
Baldwin Park Extended Day Staff

My name is Debbie Pappas and I moved to Florida with my family when I
was 10 years old in 1972. I have lived in Winter Park ever since moving to
Florida.

I am Italian, and my husband is Greek. My favorite color is red.

I attended Brookshire Elementary School, Glenridge Jr. High School, Winter
Park High School and Romar Hair Academy.

I have been married to the same wonderful man for the past 39 years. We
have a son and daughter together, with 4 wonderful grandsons and a
granddaughter on the way.

I have worked as an OCPS Extended Coordinator since November 1997. I
worked for Brookshire Elementary in Winter Park for 22 years, Arbor Ridge
K-8 for 3 years, and am now happily at Baldwin Park Elementary.

My love for children has always come first. I enjoy working with children of
all ages. Teaching them arts, crafts, games and STEM Projects. I love seeing
students excel, especially the joy on their faces when what they are striving
for is achieved.

My main goal is to keep all students happy and safe at all times.

Debbie Pappas
Extended Day Coordinator

The Extended Day Program at Baldwin Park Elementary prides
itself in providing an enriching before and after school program for
our Bobcats. We welcome parents and families to get to know our

wonderful Extended Day staff members.



Hey there, I’m Emily Proffit.

 I have been working for Baldwin Park extended day for two years now. I first
started with the kindergarten students last year and have followed my group
to 1st grade. I'm enjoying watching them grow into the superstars they are
now and will probably continue to follow them along this journey of
elementary school until they graduate and head to middle school. When I'm
not at work I'm either working out at my favorite gym, F45 here in Baldwin,
playing with my 3 cats, reading books, exploring with my fiancé or attending
his wrestling events. We moved here from North Carolina where we were
born and raised four years ago to follow his dream of becoming a WWE
professional wrestler. It makes me happy we both get to do things we love. I'm
thankful to be a part of the Bobcat family. Go Bobcats!

Emily Profitt
1st Grade Counselor

Hello, my name is Zuleika Martinez.

I started working for Baldwin Park in 2018. When I started I was the
Kindergarten Counselor and I had stayed with the same students each year
and was their counselor all the way through 3rd grade. I am now one of the
2nd grade counselors. I am also help at the front desk alongside Mrs. Watson
during extended day pickup.

I have 3 children, two of which attend BPE. 

I am from Connecticut, my favorite color is pink, and I am Puerto Rican.

Zuleika Martinez
2nd Grade Counselor/

Front Desk

Laila Baig
Kindergarten Counselor

Hello, my name is Laila Baig.

I am the Kindergarten Extended Day Counselor for Baldwin Park
Elementary.

I am married and have two sons aged 11 and 12 years old.

I have been working with OCPS since 2019 under the direction of Mrs.
Debbie Pappas, one of my favorite people. I worked with her at Arbor Ridge
K-8 School and was happy to follow her to BPE. She is very humble and
strict with following rules. She is a good director, and I have been working
with her going on 5 years at Extended Day. 

Being a mother, I love working with kids, doing crafts, playing games with
them, and listening if they want to share. I love my Kindergartners.



I was born on the island of Dominica in the West Indies. I'm one of 13
children. I relocated to Saint Thomas back in 1974 and worked at
Frenchman's Reef Hotel for 14 years. In 1989, I moved to Orlando, FL and
worked at HMS Host at the Orlando airport for 32 years, managing seven
food outlets. I retired from HMS Host back in 2021. I have one child and
seven grandchildren. Three of them presently live with me. I enjoy watching
basketball and volleyball, going to the gym, walking and definitely spending
quality time with my family. After being home for a year and a half taking
care of my nieces and nephews, it was time to go back into the workforce
again. I have worked all my life and staying at home was getting old, so my
niece told me about the extended day program since she was already working
with Mrs. Debbie at Arbor Ridge School. I felt that the extended day program
was a lot different from what I was doing, and it would give me the flexibility
that I was looking for. I have enjoyed creating fun activities with the children,
listening to the ones who want to talk, and correcting behaviors that will put
any child in danger on the playground or in the cafeteria. I consider myself
blessed to work with children apart from my family. I have a respectable
working relationship with everyone at work both past and present. 

Genevieve Lewis
3rd Grade Counselor

Hi, my name is Marie Festa.

I have been with OCPS on and off for several years. I started as a volunteer
through my grandkids, who talked me into it. I have worked as a classroom
assistant teacher, reading instructor and from there Extended Day. It works
for me best due to split shifts that allow me to care for clients, as I am also a
care provider. I enjoy working the 3rd grade students.

Marie Festa
3rd Grade Counselor

Ana Gomez
2nd Grade Counselor

Hi I am Ana Gomez.

I was one of the Kindergarten Group Leaders and now working with 2nd
grade. I have also taken care of the ESE students when needed.

I started working at BPE in October 2022.  I am 21 years old. I do not have
any children of my own, but love taking care of the Extended Day Students. I
love when they tell me stories and show me their talents, and I love when
they start doing things they couldn’t do before. It shows me they are learning
and growing up.



Hi, my name is Kianna Hemingway.

I am the counselor of 5th grade. In addition to working for extended day, I'm
also a junior in college at UCF. I'm majoring in computer engineering on the
hardware track. I've been working for extended day since April of last year. My
favorite part of working in extended day is showing the kids new things and
making sure they have fun.

Kianna Hemingway
5th Grade Counselor

Hi, my name is Carmen Rosario.

I've been working for OCPS for 22 years. I've been working as an ESE para-
professional for 22 years and working in extended day the same number of
years. I love my job; I love the kids and that's why I've been working in OCPS.
I consider myself an honest and trustworthy person.

Carmen Rosario
ESE Counselor

Ann Welch
4th Grade Counselor

Hi, my name is Ann Welch. 

I am the counselor for 4th grade.

I am retired from Wells Fargo Bank after 40 years.

I have two grandsons ages 16 and 7 and am a mother of a son and daughter. I
started working for BPE in August 2022. I enjoy interacting with all the kids
in Extended Day. It brings a smile to my face when they come up share
stories with me or just say hello.



Deeadre Watson
Front Desk/ESE Counselor

Adriana Escalona
ESE Counselor

Hi! My name is Adriana Escalona.

I work extended day in the morning with the ESE students and am a full
time ESE clerk at BPE. I started working extended day back in January
2023 and love every moment of it.

 I’m also currently in school at UCF for Elementary Education, with a goal
of applying to grad school and becoming a School Psychologist. I’m fully
dedicated to protecting and educating our future leaders and residents and
enriching the lives of each child one step at a time. 

Hello, I'm Deeadre Watson.

 I have worked with 5th grade before as a counselor, and now I work with
ESE.  I have been here for a few years. I am the happy, smiling face you see
when you pick up your children.

I am a mom of five children and a grandmother of eight.

Sherry Edwards
1st Grade Counselor

My name is Sherry Edwards and it is my pleasure to introduce myself and to
be joining the Baldwin Park Elementary team.

I recently retired and for the past two years I have been enjoying time with
my family and friends. I am the proud mom of a son, Donovan and a
daughter, Ashley. I have two granddaughters and I love spending time with
each of them doing thing that they love doing.

I worked for over forty years in the hospitality industry. I spent thirty years
with HMSHost. My most recent position held was Senior Operation
Director. In the role I was responsible for HMSHost operations in Orlando
International Airport. I enjoyed my time connecting with my team and
millions of travelers that traveled through the airport as well as the never
ending changes to the business both external and internal. I also enjoyed
giving back to the community we served through various charities and
organizations such as, Toys for Tots, Orlando Union Rescue Mission, Charity
Challenge, Partner in Education, and Heart Association to name a few. 

A few thing I love to do during my down time is to bake, shop, crafting, and
spending family time. I would not say that I have a favorite color, I love any
colors that are bold and bright. If I had to choose, red would be my choice. 
I look forward to meeting and getting to know each of you. 



Femmy Schiffrin
Kindergarten Counselor

Hello! My name is Femmy Schiffrin, and I am originally from
Jakarta,Indonesia. 

I have a daughter who graduated from Arizona State after attending Winter
Park High School. I love watching movies, spending a quality time with my
family, interior design, as well as all small dogs, cats and bunnies. I also enjoy
working with kids. I do not have a favorite color, because I love them all. 

I am looking forward to getting to know you all.


